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THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 
BY ELDER k. DAVIS. 


Or all things that pertain to the ha 
iness of i and 

ing, both for this life and for the 
eternities to come, nothing is of greater 
importance than the knowl of 
God—to know the Author of our 
being, the Creator, “that made hea- 
ven and earth, and the and the 
fountains of waters,” “and all that in 
them is.” | 

Surely we cannot conceive of any- 
thing among all the arts and sciences, 
or any branch of industry or business 
of life, of whatever name or nature it 
may be, that is of benefit to the world, 
but would become improved and ad- 
vanced by communion with the great 
and allwise and 


of John the Revelator are 


from 
true, the we can see no reason 


why we should not be benefited by: 


their well- 


His advice and direction; and there 
is no position we could be placed in, 
either as vga. Pre subject, priest or 
layman, but what man should be very 
pl to receive instruction from 
such an infallible Being! “ Whoso- 
ever therefore shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven” Matt. | 
xviii, 4). But where is the modern 
king or governor who would eondescend 
to accept the “Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel,” as did King Josiah of 
olden time from the mou 
Kings Verily ber would’ be 
xii). Ve e wo ‘ 
considered as a little child, and con- 
sequently not adapted to the wisdom 


of a wo- 


of this enlightened which is so 
oe far in advance of the days of the Pro- 


phets, that it is away beyond their 
influence! 


While conversing with a pastor of 


the English Church a few weeks ago, 


the learned man remarked, “I think 
the great Christian advocates of the 


present age are much in advance of 


| 

the Creator of all things, and_ th - 

cords handed down to | 
a brief history of the Prophets and * 

who have lived: the 
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the Jewish Prophets;” and when asked 
why he thought so, sought to justify 
his remark by stating that the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah could not have been a 
very good man, because in his prayer 
to God he spoke of his own righteous- 
ness, The reader should just reflect 
upon the two characters. The Pro- 
7 — Jeremiah, concerning whom the 
rd says, Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee; and before 
thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations“ Where is 
the reverend gentleman of to-day that 
would, or has to suffer what that man 
of through? Then 
Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, 
and put him in the stocks that were 
in the high gute of Benjamin, which 
was by the house of the Lord” (Jer. 
xx, 2). Then took they Jeremiah 
and cast him into the dungeon 
they let down Jeremiah with cords. 
And in the dungeon there was no 
water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in 
the mire” (Jer. xxxviii, 6). If this 
clergyman had spent his days in the 
service of the Lord as did this Pro- 
phet, and had in return been treated 
as was Jeremiah, no doubt he would 
feel he had cause to complain and 
justify himself also. It is not neces- 
sary for us to describe, by way of con- 
trast, the popular Christian advocates 
of the day. How bold they are with 
the “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel” to this wicked and adulterous 
generation; and how they are perse- 
cuted for it, and imprisoned, suffer- 
ing cold and hunger, wandering about 
as strangers, outcasts, taking shelter 
among the poorest of the poor, as did 
the Prophets and Apostles of old, we 
have neither time nor inclination to 
discuss. These reverends, vicars and 
curates are right among us, and we 
are acquainted with their privations 
and their humble circumstances of 
life! Society has reached such a high 
state of civilization, that, according 
to the ideas of refined Christians in 
these days, the great evils that exist 
are to a certain extent necessary ad- 
juncts to modern society. 
delivered 


Mr. in a sermon 
on behalf o 


the B. and F. Bible So- 
ciety, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
Newington’ Butts, “May ‘14, 1888, ‘is 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. _ 


reported by the London Yvening 
Standard to have said, speaking of 
the Bible: “The marks of divine ori- 
gin are everywhere visible. The light 
of God covered the entire book; and 
what He had written ought to be re- 
ceived by men with the utmost rev- 
erence. It was a pity that so many 
people treated the Bible as if it were 
an ordinary book, and in dealing with 
it, sat, as it were, on the throne of 


judgment, and called God himself 
the bar. If God was n 17 ap or 
of the book, then it was an i re. 
If He was the author, and they doubt- 
ed it not, then let them bow reverent- 
ly before it and accept its every word.” 
This sounds very fine, as did many 
other things the reverend gentleman 
is reported to have said; but when it 
comes to the practical part of the 
“accepting its every word,” these 
reat scholars invariably convert its 
important truths into something airy, 
that, like a soap bubble, is very nice 
to look at and think about, but the 
instant you touch it with the finger 
of reality, it ge and is lost to 
view. No people on the earth believe 
in the Bible as much as do the Latter- 
day Saints. Rev. H. W. Beecher says, 
„The Mormons believe in it like thun- 
der.“ We take it for what it is, a re- 
cord of the word of; God as given 
from Him to His servants the Pro- 
phets; alsoa patos of the people of 
the earth, and the dealings of the Al- 
mighty with men anciently. Wedo 
not merely bow reverently before 
it,” but seek unto the Lord our God 
and worship Him, relying upon reve- 
lations from heaven to guide us in 
the circumstances that may aise re- 
quiring instructions adapted to the 
times and the age in which we live. 
How would the following passages 
strike the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon? Re- 
member ye the law of Moses my ser- 
vant, which I commanded unto him 
in Horeb for ail Israel, with the sta- 
tutes and judgments“ (Malachi iv, 4). 
„Then they shall bring out the damsel 
to the door of her father’s house, and 
the men of her city shall stone her 
ath wrought folly in Israel, to play 
the whore in, her “hathar’s hhonee: 80 
shalt evil away from among 
vou.“ Then Je shall bring them 
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both out unto the gate of that city, 
and yeshall stone them with stones that 
they die; the damsel, because she 
cried not, — in the city; and the 
because he hath humbled his 


m 
neighbor's wife: 80 thou shalt. put gl 


away evil from among you“ (Deut. 
xxii, 21, 24). Unless God had a purer 
people than modern Christendom to 
execute His laws, it is quite. possi- 
ble that, as it was with the Scribes 
and Pharisees in the days of Jesus, 
there. would be few, if any, found 
clean enough to cast the first stone. 
Since the Bible has been so largely 
circulated, rapid advance has n 
made in scientific knowledge. Man 
has, through his persistent, patient 
seekin and working, succeeded in 
controling the elements, and in a mar- 
velous manner made them subservient 
to his will. And, by these means, 
nations have been brought into close 
communion, and have informed their 
minds upon each other’s achievements 
in all civiliziag, industrial and intel- 
lectual attainments; hence a greater 
number of men of large intellect and 
mechanical genius have had opportu- 
nities to develop ideas that, under 
less favorable circumstances, would 
have lain dormant, and thus each race 
of people, looking upon the works of 
the others, have discovered useful 
links of knowledge which, when at- 
tached to their own, fitted admirably, 
and formed an extended 1 for 
all great, ambitious and ingenious 
minds to walk in, reaching far higher 
and giving greater facilities than could 
have been attained in their former 
isolated condition. Those who seek 
shall find, and to them that knock 
the door shall be opened. The Lord 
always helps those who help them- 
selves. And so we find men have 


reached to great heights, and their | 


faithful search after e has 
been abundantly rewarded. But let 
not man boast in his own wisdom, as 


not 
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it is written in the book of Jeremiah 
ix, 23, 24: Thus saith the Lord, Let 
the wise man glory in his wis- 
dom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man 
ory in his riches: But let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am 
the Lord which exercise loving-kind- 
ness, judgment, and righteousness, in 
the earth: for in these things I de- 
light, saith the Lord.” How beauti- 
ful it is to hear men acknowledge the 
hand of the Lord, and give Him the 
glory, as did Professor Morse in the 
first electric message which flashed 
across the wires, in the words: What 
GOD hath wrought!” It was grand! 
It was eloquent! As the timely 
shower on a spring morning gladdens 
the earth, or as the mariner becalmed 
beneath a tropical sun welcomes the 
pleasant breeza, so do such gracious 
words refresh the soul of a man of 
God. But such acknowledgments as 
the one 15 quoted are very excep- 
tional. en in their eagerness for 
renown are very willing to take all 
the merit of the success of their en- 
terprises, and forget that it is God 
who giveth them understanding. But 
He hath decreed that great things 
shall take place in the last days, “But 
thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of 
the end: many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall be increased’ 
(Dan. xii, 4). But those who would 
get knowledge concerning the things 
of the kingdom and government of 
God, can only do so by the Spirit of 
God, aud through the channels He 
has ordained. It may not be exactly 
the plan which. is suited to our minds; 
it may be very contrary to our feel- 
ings, and require great sacrifice on our, 
part to adopt it; yet, if it is the Lord's 
will we must bend to it, or we can 
never enter the kingdom of God. 


— 


ina iden:that, if alittle of anything-is @00d, great deal 


must be correspondingly better. 


It may be so, but not unless its due relations to other 


things are equally preserved. Few things are stronger than steam when used and con- 
fined within working limits; and but few weaker than the same steam floating in thin 
vaporonus clouds and filling large areas of space. So it is not simply the possession of 
large wealth, or great knowledge, or high station, or much authority, that will make any 
man powerful and valuable, but the way in which he uses what he has. 
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‘TOPICS OF THE TIMES. 
BY PRESIDENT GEO. . CANNON, 
— — 


The Edmund«s bill which has passed 
the Senate, is without doubt the most 
comprehensive and sweeping in its 
provisions for the destruction of 
religious liberty of uny bill or act that 
has been presented to a legislative 


body for generations. Its author must 


have been inspired by Satan to have 
conceived of so many ingenious and 
cunning features to destroy every 
vestige of religious liberty in the 
Territory of Utah. The bill has been 
prepared with the greatest possible 
care. Much time has been spent upon 
it. And the more it is read, the more 
apparent becomes the devilish inge- 
nuity of its author in providing means 
by which to destroy the “ Mormon” 
people and their religion. | 

he first section makes it com- 
pulsory for wives to testify against 
their husbands, if required to do so. 

The second section gives the autho- 
rity to issue attachments for witnesses, 
without a previous subpoena, com- 
pelling the immediate attendance 
of such witnesses whenever the officer 
shall think it necessary. 

The third section increases the time 
during which prosecutions for bigamy, 
polygamy or unlawful cohabitation 
may be commenced to five years, in- 
stead of three, as the law now 
stands. 

The fourth section is intended to 
cover all the marriages of the Latter- 
day Saints, and to require every man 
who performs the marriage ceremony 
to give a certificate, which shall be 
filed in the office of the probate court. 
This certificate is to contain the names 
of the parties to the ceremony, the 
person who performs the ceremony, 
and shall besigned by the parties who 
are married and by the minister who 
performs the ceremony. If any per- 
son violates this section, the punish- 
ment is a fine of not more than $1,- 
000.00, and imprisonment not longer 
than two years, or both these 8 
ments, as the court may deci It 
makes no difference whether this 
ceremony be one rmed in our 
temples and intended for time and 
eternity, or for eternity alone, this 


provision of the bill is intended to 
cover it and to compel all these cere- 
monies to be made public. Of course, 
the intention is to make use of such 
evidence in prosecutions. = 

The next section states that every 
certificate, record, and entry of any 
kind, concerning any ceremony of 
marriage that is made or kept by any 


person in the Territory, be sub- 
ject to inspection by officers appointed 
under the authority of the United 


States. The violation of this section 
is punished by the same penalty as 
the preceding. It ‘empowers 
such officers, by warrant, to cause 
such record to be brought before them. 
The object of this is to give United 
States officers access to all our sealing 
records. 

The seventh section takes away the 
vote from the women of the Terri- 


tory. 

But itisin thetwelfth, thirteenthand | 
fourteenth sections that the most 
hateful provisions of the bill are 
found. ourteen trustees are ap- 
pointed who shall take charge of the 
property, business affairs and opera- 
tions of the Church. It is not very 
clear whether they are intended to 
supercedeour present Trustee· in - Trust 
and the assistant Trustees or not. The 
language of the bill rather conveys 
the idea that they shall perform the 
duties that now are —.— by the 
Trustee · in- Trust and his assistants in 
the management of our tithing and 
of our public Church funds But the 
discussion in the Senate rather leads 
to the conclusion that they are intend- 
ed to act with our Trustee-in-Trust 
and assistant Trustees; but as they 
will outnumber ours, they will, of 
course have their own way. In fact, 
it is avowed that was the purpose in 
appointing fourteen of them, there 
being only thirteen of ours ; that is, 
one . Trustee-in-Trust. and twelve 

ourteen are to. inted 
by the President of the United States, 


and their term of office is to be two 
The attorney general, also, is in- 
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structed to institute and prosecute 
— confiscate all the pro- 
perty of the Church, except buildings 
that are exelusively used for the wor- 


The courts are also empowered to 
compel, in a summary way, the pro- 
duction of all books, records, papers 
and documents of, or belonging to, 
the Trustee-in-Trust or his assistants, 
to control or manage the property be- 
longing to the Church. These funds 
are to be used, so the bill says, for the 
benefit of the common schools of the 
Territory, under the direction of the 
secretary of the interior. How much 
will reach the common schools when 
2 fourteen trustees have — 
the property one can imagine who 
knows 3 about the operation 

The Per igrating Fun 
Company is to be broken up, and any 
funds that can be obtained belonging 
to it are also to be devoted to commen 
schools, under the direction of the 
secretary of the interior and the Pre- 
Another section gives authority to 
the governor, the secretary and the 
judges to re-district the Territory. 

Another section gives all the au- 
thority necessary to commissioners 
and to the marshal that these func- 
tionaries can possibly require, to do 
anything and everything they may 
— proper to bring the people into 
age. ; 

The territorial superintendent of 
district schools, also, is to be appointed 
by the supreme court of the Territory, 
who shall make reports as to the num- 
ber of Gentile and Mormon” 
children that attend the schools, and 
also have power to do everything 
necessary to use the taxes which the 
— contribute in a way that will 
be moat effective towards destroying 
any influence that education may 
have on the minds of our ehildren 
in favor of our religion. 
It is impossible to fully describe 
the terrible train of evils that will 
follow the enactment of this bail into 
law. Every provision is designed 
for the destruction of our entire organ- 
ization and for the obliteration of 
every distinctive feature of our re- 
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The” original bill excluded houses 
“exclusively used for religions pur- 
poses” from confiscation; but an 
amendment was made in the Senate, 
and the language was changed to read: 
“exclusively used for the worship of 
God.” There seems to be, to a cursory 
reader, no reason why this should be 
changed; but the change exhibits 
the animus of the bill. ur temples 
are used for religious worship. We 
have an Endowment House that is 
used for religious worship. The object 
is to prevent them from being ex- 
empted by this clause; therefore it 
was changed to the houses exolu- 
sively used for the worship of God“ 
that is, such houses as our enemies 
think necessary for the worship. of 
God, as Methodists, Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, etc., use. These only 
are exempted. The design is te 
steal everything that we have—all the 
Church funds that are used for 
building temples and for the carrying. 
on of the work—and to confiscate to 
the government all our duildings 
that are not used for the worship of 
God only. Edmunds, in the discus- 
sion, plainly stated that the intention 
of the bill was to deprive us of the 
means of propagating our religion. 
The Perpetual Emigrating Fund is to 
be destroyed, because by its means 
we are able to bring our poor co-reli- 

ionists from foreign lands. Edmunds 
designs that this shall be stopped ; 
that we shall receive no strength, 
no additions from that source. 
He also designs that emigration 
from heaven shall be stopped, 
and that our children shall not be 80 
numerous. He designs that the 
2 of temples shall cease; 
that e sending of missionaries 
abroad shall cease; that all tithings, 
if paid in at all, shall be paid in to 
agents of the government, who shall 
spend it in accordance witli their 
5 ine, if the h that 

magine, if you can, the havoc 

fourteen men, selected for the purpose 
of hunting up all the property that 
has ever been owned by the Church, 
would commit in this Territory, with 
such courts and officers as we have 
* — present band 

ighwaymen espoil the people 
more effectively than these licensed 
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plunderers would do. Their object 
would be thievery, but they would 
have the cover of law under which to 
do their stealing. And their powers 
would be of the most ample descrip- 
tion to compel the Trustee-in-Trust 
and the assistant Trustees elected by 
the Church, to account for every dol- 
lar which had ever passed through 
their hands of which they could find 
any trace. They would have theright 
to go through every book which con- 
tains any accounts connected with 
tithing, to ascertain all that had been 
contributed and what disposition had 
been made of it ; and tkere is no room 
to doubt that innumerable pretexts 
would be seized by them for commen- 
cing criminal prosecutions against 
the First Presidency and other leading 
men. There is no end to the mischief 
of which such a body of men could 
be capable, if the bill were to become 
law. There is nothing to restrain 
them from going to the greatest ex- 
tremities. 
There is nothing said in the bill as 
to who is to pay them. Perhaps it is 
the design for them to collect their 
pay by a percentage on the business 
that they do—such percentage as is 
allowed in our laws to trustees. If 
so, what an incentive this would be 
to men of scoundrelly instincts to 
resort to all manner of vexatious pro 
ceedings 1 a of Church 
property! If we were a foreign power 
and had been conquered by the force 
of arms, and were at the mercy of our 
victors, they could scarcely do any 
more than Edmunds proposes to have 
done in this bill. The turning loose 
of these fourteen pillagers upon the 
community would be attended, in 
many respects, with as serious conse- 
quences as the confiscation of the 
public property of a beaten people by 
their conquerors. 
Is it not ineredible that in the latter 


part of the nineteenth pres and 
Un 


in the great republic of the United 
States, such propositions are passed, 
by an r the 
Senate of the nation! We have, by 


thrift and economy, built up a great 
commonwealth. In obedience to the 
command of God we have contributed 
a tenth of our income to the carrying 
out of His designs and purposes. In 
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doing so we have injured. no one. 
Thousands upon thousands have been 
benefited by our contributions in this 
direction. Our ‘public ' works have 
given employment to: thousands of 
workmen and: diffused the means of 
the wealthy portion of the commu: 
nity to a considerable extent, among 
the poorer elusses of society. The 
r have been fed, and clothed and 
oused, and made comfortable; so 
much so that the want ot food is un- 
known in our land. Our missionaries 
have traversed sea and land without 
purse and serip, or, in other words, 
without charge to the world to whom 
they carry the glad ‘message of salva- 
tion, and have not been a burden to 
any one. We have brought from 
foreign lands thousands of peoplewh 
if it had not been for our ‘aid; woul 
have been — in the most abject 
verty. The land is filled with a 
happy people, prosperous and con- 
But it is an Eden that is too smiling 
and prosperous for Satan to suffer to 
remain undisturbed. The same 
malignant aud devilish spirit which 
entered Paradise and introduced sin 
with its fearful train of evils; bas de- 
termined to destroy all that is desir- 
able in this Territory and reduce us to 
the level of the wicked world around 
us. And to effect this the whole 
foree of the United States government 
is to be brought to bear upon us. Offi- 
cers are to be appointed to positions 
of influence and power in our midst, 
whose duty it will be to use all means 
within their reach to strip us of very 
vestige of human rigbts. The vote 
has not been taken away from the en- 
tire people; but these officers ure to 
be empowered to so district the Terri- 
tory that others than Mormons' can 
obtain control of the Legislatur. 
It is only a question of time, if those 
who favor this bill can have their way, 
that the right to vote will be taken 
away also, if the control of the Terri- 
tory cannot be obtained in any other 
Wannen. 1 
How wonderfully God is fulfilling 
the words of His servant Joseph 
He plainly predicted that the time 


would come when the government of 


the United States would w 


the 
same war upon the Latter-day Saint: 


ints 
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that townships, counties and States 
were then doing. We seo the literal 
fulfillment of that prediction at the 
present time, and this warfare will 
continue against the Church of God 
until Zion is redeemed. There are 


many inembers of the Chutdi who 


have either joined the Church since 
the former scenes of mobocracy were 
enacted or have been born since then, 
who have expressed themselves to the 
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be trampled upon just as effectually 
as they were by the acts of the 
organized mobs in the country from 

which we were compelled to flee. 

Tais is a good time for each one 
who belongs to the Church to examine 
the foundation of his faith. The 
prospect is that we shall have to pass 
through scenes that will test the cour- 
age, the endurance and the stability of 
all the Latter-day Saints. False spirits 


effect that it would have pleased them will donbtless make their appearance 
to have had the experience of the! and endeavor to lead away the Saints 


Saints in early days, and tohave passed 
through the severe afflictions of Mis- 
souri and Illinois. But no one need 
fear that he will not have opportunity 


enough to sbow his faith and endu- vent the fulfillment of the 


rant in the work of, God. That with 
which we are now threatened assumes 
the form of law; but it is as violative | 
of every principle of right and of every 
Constitutional guarantee as the doings 
of the mob in Missouri and Illinois 
were, If the Lord permits them to 


carry out their purpose the effect will 
0% shall bs rob- 
We shalt be 
r liberties will! 


be about the same. 
bed of our p . 
— our: vii ur 


He is still with 


of God by their strong delusions, and 
all hell will combine with the powers 
of earth in the endeavor to overthrow 
the purposes of our God and to pre- 
| phecies 
He has made concerning Zion. All 
„ Saints should so live that 
they will Lad kor themselves, by the 
dirèct communication of the Holy 


Ghost, that they are doing the will of 


God, and that, though the hour ted 
be dark and the rospects ee 

is people as muc 
as when the skies were brightest’ and 
tho prospects most cheerful. — Juvenile 
Lnstructor. 


only true. man, 


gh be brave, righteous man walk through ‘the 


darkness and face with serene soul the mystery of life. 


The slave who digs i in the mine or labors at the oar, can rejoice at the prospect of 
laying down his burden together with his life; but to the slave of guilt there arises no 


hope from death. On the contrary, he is obliged to look forward with constant terror to 
this most certain of all events, as the cunts of alt his hart and the commencement 
of his greatest miserie. 
When I chink on the shell-fish into the air, to the 
he may break: him by his fall, it puts me in mind of the devil’s costly courtesies, who, 
out of the bounty, of his subtility, is still ready to advance us to destruction. Thus more 
than once he dealt with my Redeemer; no sooner had he raised Him to the top of an 
high pinnacle, but straight follows, Cast Thyself down;” and having placed Him on 2 
high mountain, ‘Tet Him fall down and He shall be largely ‘rewarded with His own. If 
advancement be 8b dangerous, I will take heed of being ambitious. e estate n 
give me conterit;’I am high enough if I can stand upright. Var wick. 
True independenoe consists in the ‘possession and 
of resources within one's own elf. There is a sense in which self-sufficiency is a laud- 
‘able trait of character. It is far different from self-assertion, which may be Ishmael- 
itish, turning, the hand against every man. And it is just as far removed from that 
wes de open others which leads one to look for aid at all times, and for con- 
stant society and 06 in occupation and amusement. Social intercourse and 
conv éraation are 4 batt: wad a very large part of all our lives. Both improvement and 
pleusure depend upon our well-selected triendships. Still he is a poor companion for 
others who can’ do nothing for himself. He who has nothing in him has nothing to im- 
part to his friends. vpen in the social which 
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MONDAY, MARCH 1, 1886. 


A PROPHECY. 
Tue restoration of the Gospel in these last days through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, as a matter of course, brought a restoration of the gifts and blessings 
pertaining to it, and this is one of the principal features that distinguish it 
from the man-made and impotent systems of religion that have. been sub- 
stituted for the glorious and heaven-revealed Gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul, 
in speaking of the condition of the apostate churches in the last days, pro- 
phesied that they would have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof, 
and how perfectly does this describe the present condition of Christendom. 
The form of godliness they eertainly have, as seen in their numerous places 
of worship and the wealth expended in sustaining costly establishments of 
religion; forms and systems of worship have been invented to suit every 
variety of taste, until the ingenuity and wisdom of man are severely taxed to 
devise new ones. But where are seen the faith once delivered to the Saints 
and those precious spiritual gifts and endowments enjoyed by the early 
Christians? They cannot be found among the so-called Christian sects, 
and they comfort themselves with the vain and absurd idea that they. are no 
longer needed, when actually there never was an age of the world in which 
the gifts and powers of the Gospel and the light of revelation were more 
needed to aasist man in the solution of problems and settlement of difficulties 
that threaten the very foundations and existence of social order and pros- 
perity. The Latter-day Saints have abundant cause for thankfulness in the 
reflection that communication is again established between the heavens and 
earth, and that they are taught of God by living Apostles and Prophets who 
declare the mind and will of God to this generation as they were.declared to 
former generations by holy men who were raised up for that purpose. The 
angel told John the Revelator that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy. This being so, it must be acknowledged that the testimony of 
Jesus is lost to modern Christians, for not only is the spirit of prophecy not 
enjoyed by them, but they even deny any necessity for it. All Latter-day 
Saints who are faithful to their religion enjoy the testimony of Jesus, and 
consequently the spirit of prophecy. But in some this spirit is so, strongly 
manifest as to amount to a gift or endowment. As Paul says, in the 12th 
chapter of his first epistle to the Corinthians: But the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the 
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— another the word of knowledge by the same 
Teer ee to another the gifts of healing by 
| another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; 
5 ; ng of. spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to 
Dee But all these worketh that one and 
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. Some of the 
Latter-day Saints have enjoyed and do enjoy this gift of prophecy to a 
remarkable extent. The late Apostle Orson Pratt was greatly blessed in this 
particular, and although his naturally diffident and. retiring disposition was a 
little unfavorable to the full exercise of the gift, there were some occasions 
in his ‘life when his prophetic ntterances rose to the sublimity and force of 
the old Hebrew Prophets. Notably was this manifested on the occasion of 
his retirement from the Presidency of the European Mission, in the year 1857, 
when, in an editorial in the Stax,’ of October 24th, he pro- 
phesied of the judgments which would befall the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, if they persisted in rejecting the servants of God. As many of our 
readers have meyer read it and they may have no opportunity for so doing, 
we take pleasure in reproducing it at this time, when more than twenty-eight 
years have passed since it was given. It is entitled, A Prophetic Warning 
to the Inhabitants of Great Britain,” and reads as follows: | 


* g soon to leave Great Britain, and return to our mountain home 
ritory of Utah, we feel it a duty to leave with — gee pee of 


— — — warning, concerning those things which will soon 
befall them; and to point out their only way of escape. ) . 
Being called and sent of God, we humbly and in a most re ul man- 


— say * Her 1 Gracious Majesty the Queen, and to the rs 
55 ere, Au thorities, and ‘Inhabitants in the United Kingdom o 
itain, that God Almi ty, in this nineteenth contary, has set up His 


peo he . upon as predicted by His ancient Prophets 
and A forth from by whom —.— 


d upon many, not only to set up and 
et by the 


＋ the Lord fa at 
tthe is established in heights. of the 


The 1. Kineton of the world have waxed old; because of wickedn 
of God 


r, end 


minio 
whic wll utterly and no place 
wi onori) ws no 
will be found — them. * 81 


of these thin ‘we humbly; es servant of the Most High’ God, 
he people of the oils and ba and in the same of the 


we exhort you bominations 
the Lord 2 vou shall be 
great transgressions ted out, and you shall become a great and 
mighty branch of that which is to fill the whole earth, 
thenceforth be by ite laws. 


inspired messengers have been: > nearly 
— i 
every nation 1 : 
et with gre: 
nd, and ha — 4 
* 
kingdom, then the days are near at hand, when the righteous shall be 
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ab your midst: and woe unto you when that day shall come! 

or British nation; and. ur armies 

poor shall rise 12 at the rich, and’ per storehouses’ and their find mansioti 

shall be pinged eir —— — Bold, and their stiver) and their 

rich treasures, shall al and the Nobles, aad 
in high pl brought down, and. 


the of t 
sit in the dust, an how par 1505 them ] 

thus shall th Tord u, because of your tkedtiess in 
His — an 12 Kn 7 if — — * your 


ur which be lef ithe 

prt blo before th the devouring and all t land — 

the Lord, that the thiness thereo may come up 
i 

Your armice ta India have already Aeon Jedgnekt, 

wee they cast out the Lord's om ge who were sent to warn them and to 


esy to them; they were r gated our missionaries 
But they were faithful in delivering their warning — 7 be ped d called 


igus ths crane be sp show 
to all nations that His — — pe rejected wi Great 


Britain take warni no w th nere 
in India. Your Pet rayers will be . emn mockery here 
if you receive not Num rer sent. ugh: you appoint days 
of fasting and humiliation win the Lord, yet A2 ‘Will not Hear vou nor 
answer your petitions, 30 long. as you His Ki — 
His — with scorn. He will mock at your e and mult 9 
you. are away, as chaff by the ‘of the 
. The oo writer of this prophecy bo longer raises: ‘his voice of warning 
to the nations of ay earth, His ‘body rests from his labore en. . noble 
spirit engaged in iniesionary work in others dut ble 77 
the Elders of the of Jesus Christ of tler. d ay, Sainte, are ati: | offer- 
ing the means of salvation to the inhabitants, of this land. Ones in a while 
an honest soul receives the message and rejoices in the blessings and salvation 
of the Gospel, but, 9% 4 nation, Great Britain is rejecting the ‘warning of the 
servants of God. If she continues to do so the prophecy, ‘Of ‘Elder Pratt will 
bo fulfilled to the very letter. The sacrifices of her pairiota, the sirength of 
hor armaments and the wisdom of her statesmen will beralike unavailing to save 
this nation from’ the judgments of an offeuded God. Already some of the 
agencies mentioned by our inspired brother ure at work fond; and men's 
hearts are failing for fear. The Wisdom man is itd) bee the 
Den but is powerless to avert it. 10 leading London newapapen receutly 
declared that the present exigencies in regard to the wants ‘of. thetworking 
alasses are beyond buman aid to reach and adjust. There are many. — 
presented for solution in the present condition of che world that oan only 
solved by Divine assiatarice aug revelatiun,’ but verübt in 
the orily means thet will bring them salvation, nerve nts. n 


only point out the dengers and warn mankind. of the 
but also clearly portray the means of escape, as in —— times not only was 
the flood foretold, but an ark wag provided for a refuge. Bus as the days 
e eee coming of the Son of man be.“ 0. O. 
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‘LAKE CITY—PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE,» 


ig rea ya beautiful et And the do's ont her wonland 
beautiful in i 
spacious, streets and 220 
view the us ily pablie 
ousands neat and comfortable 
residences, most of. which ere Te woodland splendors,” 
rounded by ds for ure,” and nature exquisite 
flower gardens and ure were u Bite 
cannot avoid, contrasting the newly 
nd barren pust with the cheerful, 17 ako Rae. It required the patient 


valde aud prolitic — Whien the 

vanguard of the Murmon 2 —— 

looked down upon Great Salt L. 

have 0 peared as a desolute waste —a 

desert —in comparison 
inte appre scenery now 


e uppreciative beholder, nents 


or valle mpusel the e| 
whieh lieved by the d 
ckground of: mojeatic 
surrounding the deep and | 
comparatively b pression, 
Nut radcuted, Weaty aud ex- 
ormon 
more than, ready to halt, an 
the valley and its ee 
to be dhe most favorable an 
spot they’ had disdovered 
long, 530 and dangerous journey 
th Missouri | to the 
ountains vaturally 
ded that ty reached 
Tue Land Pro and 80 
they concluded to pitch gt tents, 
form the nucleus of u great colony for 
the Latter-day Saints,“ build a great 


exteusi v. 


nige 


for tho elect, and erect a magnifi- 


temple to und revealed 


Himeell slik 


1 this instance, at least, Will 
rleton 1055 the situa- 


hey 
2 man can do, | 


8b! 
long |; 


— 


‘of human ‘intellect, the ener- 
* juman hearts, the unosasin 
dustry of human hands, stimulate 

a religious enthusiasm akin to a 

ind superstitious faith, in order tu 

complete the Master's painting, The 

saying. is the trite, fer 

cibly true, that tter- Saints 


iter iy 
Iderness 


blows ihe Und dert and 
omitable energy and persevering toil 
the. rren waste became a 
uit eld; the merile soll * made 
to contribute to the wants of thou- 
sands, weulthy and prospernus cities, 
— and hamlets arose as if by 
c ull over the hitherto desoluto 


44 Pigs, ; and aided by annual accessions 


to the original number, soon a popu ; 


rous comuonwealt 
was eatabliah ed in the very heart ot 
the Rocky Mountains, and embracing 


territory only beretofore looked upon 
as an unimportant and unproductive 
portion, of “The Great American 


It detracts nothing whatever from 
— credit 4 of — 
early pioneers into say thin 
were actuated by golisie 

or irrational superstition tha 
new no rational bounds, It ie enoug 
to know that they, under the greatest 


lous and 


imaginable privations and es 
het her deserved or no is irrelative 
to the! erfully ly’ aosopted 
the brought: order 

gon, 180 lated themselves 

ng years rom the land ow 
world, 

isoov 


their benefit, and 
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Nature—who 1 1 in 
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while— ... 
Has’ already ‘somewhat her ‘own 

style 
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eventually demonstrated to the-world 
that under the magic touch of intelli- 
gent enterprise and industry, 
even the wilderness may become a 

and the berren wastes be 


converted into prosperous comm 
22 We are not, of 

> aa: thet the work not in 
time have been performed by other 
bands; but inasmuch as it was not, 
we see no owners 8 we should not 
gracious! to whom 
honor is due. n all their alleged 


failings, faults and erimes, this much 
must stand on the credit side of the 


Not content with making two spears 

of grass to grow where but one was 

growin g before, 27 have caused ten 
gelde 


golden 
ductive orchards, 
ercial | tiful flowers to spring up and beautify 
and enrich their homes and sigh the 
grease-wood and cactus 
supreme. However strong th 
judices that gie exist 
professed religious beliefs, 
rites and ‘apparently abet absu 
monies, no one can successfully gain- 
say or ;controvert the truth of his- 


Mormon led 210 physically they have | tory. condensed into the foregoing 
made their little world at least 1 15 000 | remark.—A vant Courier, Montana. 
it. | 


per cent. better than they foun 


UTAH NE WS. 
— 
74 Summarized from, Territorial Papers. ) | 

Kiha Nebeker, a native of the Sandwich Islands, was recently admitted to 
United States citizenship in the Third District Court of Utah. 

There were fifty-one deaths in Salt Lake City during the. month, of January 
1886, eleven of which were from diphtheria and ten from old age. 

The citizens of Iron County have petitioned the Legislature for an épideb- 
priation foran artesian welt, that will bring a large tract of land under culti- 
vation. 

The Territorial 1 Court has affirmed the Vetletous of the District 
Courts against Apostle Lorenzo Snow and B. I. Hampton. The counsel for 
— former are n an appeal to the Sanne Court of the United 

tes, 

Some American papers seem to be elated over the report that the ‘Latter. 
day Saints, weary of their persecutions, are about to remove en masse to the 
Sandwich Islands, It is scarcely necessary to add that there is not the 
slightest truth in the report. 

General. Dement, who some time ago was 3 ſor 6 surveyor Saal 
of Utah Territory, is accused of bringing unfounded and reckless charges of 
corruption against the officials of the land office in Utah, and also against a 
large proportion of the citizens who have obtained titles to public lands. He 
denies making the charges, but. the evidence that he did is very rete snd 
creates much excitement. 


Sister Jane 8. Richards, vife of ‘Apostle Franklin D. „ Richard was, on the 
‘Bist of January last, the recipient of a very pleasant surprise party in Ogden 
on the ‘occasion of her sixty- third birthday. Sister} Richards passed through 
the persecutions in Nauvoo, and endured! the privations of the exodus to Salt 
Lake Valley, with the fortitude and patience. 80 ‘characteristic. of “Mormon! 
wives and mothers, Her name is an honored one in Israel. 
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Mrs. Hannah Cooper, wife of Frederick A. Cooper of West Jordan, died on 
the Ist ult., after a short illness following child-birth. She is said to be ano- 
ther victim of the wicked crusade now going on in Utab, her death having 
been hastened by the shock she received at the time of her husband's arrest a 
short time ago. Persecution not: only causes suffering to the victims, but 
places a vast amount of responsibility * the heads of the persecutors 


which will have to be met some day. 


A Washington paper says: Ex-Senator Christiancy, of Michigan, once 
a man of influence and distinction, is said to be hard at work in his old age 
endeavoring to retrieve the mistake that resulted in his downfall. It is a 
weary road for one to travel at his time of life, and about the only vista of 
relief it discloses, is the certainty that it cannot be a long one.” Mr. Chris- 
tiancy was noted a few years ago as a most rabid anti- Mormon” legislator, 
and the disgrace that has overtakén him is very common to those “who fight 
against Zion.” 

The: Deseret News says in relation to the arbitrary course pursued by the 
Governor of Utah in exercising his absolute veto to defeat neaded aud useful 
legislation in the Territory: “The persistence with which Governor Murray 
continues vetoing the bills which are passed by the Logislative Assembly and 
presented for his approval, tends to confirm the suspicion that he has lent 
himself to a scheme to defeat the elected representatives of the people in their 
efforts 20 provide the necessary laws for the Territory, and compel them to 
adjourn without even passing an appropriation bill, so that he may make that 


a plea for demanding a Legislative Commission. 


General David R. Atchison died at his home in Clinton County, Missouri, 
on the 26th of January last, aged about 77 ‘years. His name figures promi- 
nently in the history of the persecutions of the Saints in Missouri, as one of 
the two generals of the mob who rebelled against the decision of the court 
martial—that Joseph Smith and his fellow prisoners should be shot in the 
presence of their families. The manly stand taken by Generals Atchison and 
Doniphan (the latter is still Hoing) on that occasion, has always been held in 
honorable remembrance by the Saints, and caused them to overlook in a great 
measure the part taken by those = in the siege and —* of Far 


West. 


The following is the aa ee of Hon. 1 T. Caine as given in a 
Chicago paper: Delegate Caine, of Utah, is one of the striking figures of 
the present Congress, Every visitor who éntets the galleries wants to know 
who the Mormon congressman is, and not a few of them are surprised, when 

he is pointed out, to see that he looks very much like the other congressmen 
sitting about him. Jolm T. Caine is a slender, clean-cut fellow of 45. He is 
straight and well made, has an open face, cold blue eyes, and a pair of brown 
side whiskers which might bs those ol a Wall Street broker. He is a plea- 
sant man to talk to, and is not uverse to speaking upon all subjects connected 
with Mormonism. He lives at Washington jwithin a stone’s throw of the 
Interior Department, and his wife, who is a‘ relative of the noted Florence 


Nightingale, is with him.” 
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